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COPE members by discipline

• Journal discipline                                    Number

• Medicine 689

• Life Sciences 420

• Arts & Humanities 385

• Economics, finance, industry, business 288

• Psychology, Social & behavioural science 284

• Engineering & Technical 178

• Computer Science 151

• Chemistry 150

• Environmental Science 111

• Education 107

• Physics 105

• Earth Sciences & Geography   95

• Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Nursing   83

• Math, Statistics   82

• Law   25

• Astronomy, Astrophysics, Space Science   19



• COPE forum (open to all members) meets
3 monthly to discuss reported cases

• COPE officers provide urgent advice

• Not an investigatory or adjudicatory body



• 17 flowcharts on handling common
submission or publication problems

• Audit tool for editors to assess their journal
effectiveness in detecting, investigating &
preventing misconduct

• Best practice guidelines



COPE

Code of Conduct for editor members and

advice on instigation and investigation

Library of over 350 cases discussed by COPE

forum since 1998 with summaries of advice

offered and outcomes

Model letters & quarterly bulletin



Dear Corresponding author,

RE: Your manuscript number …, name …, submitted to journal …

We  have noticed that one of the figures in the above manuscript may have been

Manipulated inappropriately.

• If necessary elaborate here – e.g. evidence of splicing of lanes on a gel.

• Refer authors to any guidelines you have on figure preparation

We would be grateful for any explanation you can provide and look forward to hearing

from you by… (If paper is not published add this text: Until we have heard from you we

cannot proceed further with the review/publication of your paper).

Yours sincerely




