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COPE members by discipline

Journal discipline Number
Medicine 689
Life Sciences 420
Arts & Humanities 385
Economics, finance, industry, business 288
Psychology, Social & behavioural science 284
Engineering & Technical 178
Computer Science 151
Chemistry 150
Environmental Science 111
Education 107
Physics 105
Earth Sciences & Geography 95
Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Nursing 83
Math, Statistics 82
Law 25

Astronomy, Astrophysics, Space Science 19
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 COPE forum (open to all members) meets
3 monthly to discuss reported cases

» COPE officers provide urgent advice

* Not an investigatory or adjudicatory body
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« 17 flowcharts on handling common
submission or publication problems

 Audit tool for editors to assess their journal
effectiveness in detecting, investigating &
preventing misconduct

« Best practice guidelines
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Code of Conduct for editor members and
advice on instigation and investigation

Library of over 350 cases discussed by COPE
forum since 1998 with summaries of advice

offered and outcomes

Model letters & quarterly bulletin
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Dear Corresponding author,
RE: Your manuscript number ..., name ..., submitted to journal ...

We have noticed that one of the figures in the above manuscript may have been
Manipulated inappropriately.

« If necessary elaborate here — e.q. evidence of splicing of lanes on a gel.
«  Refer authors to any guidelines you have on figure preparation
We would be grateful for any explanation you can provide and look forward to hearing

from you by... (If paper is not published add this text: Until we have heard from you we
cannot proceed further with the review/publication of your paper).

Yours sincerely
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An ethical epidemic

In December 2008, as | roamed the airport wailing for my
plane fom London back o Switzedand afier my first COPE
mezting, | came scross Maicolm Giadwsl's. best-seding book:
The Thgoing Foint. | was. Inigued by his idea that products,
messages, and causes spresd (ke epidemics aof contaglous

disease. That szemed fo describe what had happened in the past ysar at COPE.

With an exponentisl number of mew members, 3 new websie, and a new
‘Operations Director, COFE |5 speeading in every dinection. With s new newsletter,
Eshicar Ediing, COPE hopes. to ofer some on ihe Issues

fipday's journal ediors and publishers.

[For sevemal monits Now |'ve been pondering what Kind of newsistier will appeal b
'COFE'S diverse readership. My goal as Ediior of Etvical Edting 15 fo produce &
pages ihat other edfiors will achually want in read—pages et you wil downioad
from your compuier and pensse on Ehe frain, or In 3 fratic jam, or In the: badhiub, Mot
a collecion of dry neports on mundane subjects, bl a publication with personallty.

Many of COPE's new members aren't quite sure what COPE has bo offer them, The:
first Issue of Ethical Eding Is designed fo address that question. | looks boliu
Inuward and fonward, wilh an emphasis on what's changing 2nd what's new.

Each lisue wil be divided il departments. “The Scoop from COPE” will highight
how COFE warks, and e work fhat COFE does. |t starts off with & profie of our
new Operations Director, Tim Fesst “From the Fleld® wll focus on irends in
punication ethics, pasting you to further Irformstion on e COPE website and the
World Wide Web. The firsf inpic addressed Is Integrity. The next fwo pages an:
devoled o o Features arficles, inferviews, profiies, srveys, hisiory. This ssue's
Feature Is & QAA that examines the nesd for COPE. ince ihere are benefis o
beEng woksn Up ORCE N & while, "Bedation Vacation® wil provide 2 fonum for
discussion of hot fopics, essays on confoversial subjects, and provocathe
wiempoints. The cark side of rejection Ietters Is sxsmined here. And finaly, “The Last
Werd(s)" wil featere your ietters, photos, guotations, onginal afwork and carcans,
and Inderesting nks.

That's the starting point. P aiming for ancéher Soping point. Az Giadwsl says: “Thens
Is & simpie way o package Information that, under the right clrumstances, can
sk i Iresistiie Al you have o 90 13 And 1L The newsietizr will kzp evohing. Let
me know when the message reaches you

Theme: Integrity
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