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The word “committee” derives from the Latin
committere meaning to connect or entrust.
The definition encompasses both personal and
organizational aspects of participating on CBE
committees. How better to network with one’s
colleagues than to work together on a committee? CBE invests its confidence in such working
groups with the expectation of accomplishing
our organizational goals.
CBE’s committees include Administrative,
Blaire Mossman
Awards and Honors, CBE Views Editorial
Board, Editorial Policy, Education, Finance,
Information Management, Membership, Nominating, Program, Publications, Sponsorship, and Style Manual. These
groups serve members in various ways. Readers have tangible evidence
of the Editorial Board’s efforts when each issue of the Views appears.
Have you ever attended the annual meeting? If so, you have been a beneficiary of the Program Committee’s labors, and those who attend the
short courses reap the bountiful rewards of the Education Committee’s
efforts.
The Finance Committee advises on budgeting for new and continuing
projects. Fiscal stability is vital to CBE’s ability to provide member services and initiate new endeavors. The new Sponsorship Committee aims
to solicit funds to enhance the annual meeting and other activities. The
Administrative Committee did yeoman’s work in seeking and selecting a
new management firm on very short notice. We ask the Awards and Honors Committee to recognize accomplishments of our own members and
of others in scientific publication.
Thanks to the Information Management Committee, CBE has a Web
site and is seeking other ways of making the exchange of information
and ideas more accessible. The challenge to the Membership Committee
is to recruit editors to join and to retain those who have already become
members. Names of candidates to run for office emerge from the Nominating Committee. The Style Manual Subcommittee produces the book
for which CBE is most recognized — Scientific Style and Format. Our
other publications result from the creative and productive endeavors of
the Publications Committee. Those on the Editorial Policy Committee
have formulated several policy statements that CBE endorses.
Do you have ideas for projects CBE might consider undertaking? Have
you wished you could change some of our practices? Are you fiscally or
electronically savvy? CBE’s strength lies in the dedication and generosity
of spirit of its members. Every member has something valuable to contribute, and committee participation is the ideal way in which to exercise
one’s talents. Committee chairs are eager to enlist new members. I invite
you to let me know how you wish to become involved. You will derive
personal satisfaction while furthering our organization’s programs.
Blaire V Mossman
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CBE Views (ISSN 0164-5609) is published bimonthly by the
Council of Biology Editors, Inc, 11250 Roger Bacon Drive,
Suite 8, Reston VA 20190. It serves as a forum for the exchange
of information and ideas among professionals concerned with
publishing in the sciences. Articles, letters to the editor, news
about CBE members, and other items of special interest to our
readers are encouraged. For more details about submission, see
“Information for CBE Views Contributors”.
Copyright © 1999 by the Council of Biology Editors, Inc. Bulk
mail postage paid at Dover, New Hampshire. For information
about CBE, including membership and publications, visit our Web
site at http://www.cbe.org/CBE/ or contact Executive Director
Kathy Hoskins at 703-437-4377; fax 703-435-4390. Membership
dues, including subscription to CBE Views, are US $95 per year
(Can $135). Nonmember subscriptions, US $38 per year, Can $53,
overseas $60; single issues, US $8, Can $11, overseas $15.
Opinions expressed by authors contributing to this publication are
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions
or policies of the Council of Biology Editors, Inc, or the Editorial Board of CBE Views. CBE Views will not knowingly accept
advertisements that are deceptive, misleading, or expressly incompatible with our mission and goals. CBE Views does not endorse,
advocate, or guarantee any offer, viewpoint, or representation
made by advertisers in CBE Views.
Send ADDRESS CHANGES to CBE, 11250 Roger Bacon Drive,
Suite 8, Reston VA 20190; fax 703-435-4390.
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