Net Results
continued
.edu/pub/index/real boasts that it is “the
first complete university on the Internet”.
Certainly the idea of interactive learning
at your computer is attractive.
A Farewell
This is my last column for CBE Views/
Science Editor. I have enjoyed this opportunity to share my discovery of the Internet

and especially the World Wide Web.
I hope you will think about sharing your favorite sites and other Web
thoughts and information with Barbara
Gastel. Other CSE members are eager to
hear of your finds.

Letters
I am a member of CSE and serve on the
publications committee of a society whose
journal will be searching for a new editor.
I wonder whether any readers of Science
Editor are aware of guidelines regarding
conflict of interest for the editor of a medical journal.
The journal in question publishes many
articles about drug studies, and most of the
senior members of the society have financial relationships with pharmaceutical
companies for participating in drug studies,
speaker bureaus, or consultantships.
I was on the advisory board of a biomedical company while I was editor of
Neurology. Over the years, we received a
handful of manuscripts from scientists in
that company. It was a simple matter to
hand them over to my associate editor, who
was then responsible for assigning reviewers and making the ultimate decision as to
publication. As for the journal to which
I am now referring, probably 25% of the
submissions involve sponsored drug studies,
and if the associate editor is from the same
institution as the editor, as is usual, the conflict would remain.
Our current editor has no ties with pharmaceutical companies, but he is among a
few senior members of the organization
without such relationships.
The problem is compounded by the journal’s being specific to a single disease entity.
Thus, if the editor had a financial relationship with “Company X”, and a manuscript

of a drug produced by “Company Y” was
being considered, there would be a potential negative bias against a competing
company’s drug.
I see no solution other than prohibiting
our new editor from having any current
financial relationships with any pharmaceutical company and insisting that the
editor and members of his/her immediate
family not own stock in any of the companies.
Advice from CSE members would be
appreciated.
Robert B Daroff
Chief of Staff and Senior Vice
President for Academic Affairs
University Hospitals of Cleveland
Professor of Neurology
and Associate Dean
Case Western Reserve University
School of Medicine
Cleveland, Ohio
Please direct responses to Dr Daroff at
University Hospitals of Cleveland, 11100
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, OH 441065105, or rbd2@po.cwru.edu. If you are
willing to have your response considered
for publication, also provide a copy to
Barbara Gastel, Editor, Science Editor,
Texas A&M University, College Station,
TX 77843-4111, or b-gastel @tamu.edu.
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