Features
AAAS continued
Sponsored Workshop: “Ultra-High
Resolution Stereo Visualization
Theater”
Misha Kidambi
Think of 3D visuals. What’s the first thing
that comes to mind? Animated Hollywood
capers—say, Coraline or Bolt? How about
3D movies to “support scientific narratives
for outreach purposes” in fields ranging
from astronomy to archeology? Not an
obvious thought, right? Well, supporting
such narratives was precisely the purpose of
a show that a team of visualization artists
from the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign presented at the AAAS meeting.
The Ultra-High Resolution Stereo
VisualizationTheater—a 3D visualization
show—took the viewer through a 20-minute journey into the far reaches of the
universe, the world of atmospheric sciences, the Chicago transport system, and
the scenic ancient ruins in Cyprus. Viewers
donned 3D glasses and enjoyed the fascinating visuals while a team member
explained how and why each movie was
created.
Alex Betts, Jeff Carpenter, Donna Cox,
Matthew Hall, Stuart Levy, and Robert
Patterson—the team members who worked
on the short 3D movies—said they hoped
that the visualizations will “communicate,
inspire, and reach out to large, nonexpert
audiences”.
The visualization team works with
scientists to develop the 3D narratives.

Thus, all their movies are “data driven”,
that is, supported by scientific data. The
Public Broadcasting System’s NOVA, the
Discovery Channel, and NBC Nightly
News are a few of the platforms on which
their work has been presented.
Special Event: Annals of
Improbable Research
Min-Fang Huang
The Ig Nobel Prize, given to research that
makes people first laugh and then think,
stole the show at a special session of the
AAAS meeting. The session included an
opportunity to see winners of the Ig Nobel
Prize in person.
Interspersed throughout the session was
a miniopera describing the precious love
between an oxygen atom, Atom, and a
female scientist, Eve. The unlikely lovers
finally stayed together forever with help
from Bose and Einstein. The development
of Bose–Einstein condensation made Atom
become big, stable, and palpable!
Project Steve, from the National Center
for Science Education, announced its
1000th member, Steve Darwin (not related
to Charles), at the session. Steve Darwin
is a professor of ecology and evolutionary biology at Tulane University in New
Orleans and directs Tulane’s herbarium.
Project Steve aims to collect signatures
of scientists who support teaching evolution in schools. Named for Stephen Jay
Gould, it welcomes scientists named Steve
(or Stephen, Steven, Stephanie, Stefan,

Etienne, Esteban . . .) to sign up and support evolution openly.
People who attended the session were
excited to see a video showing how to
make barbeque in seconds. This “superfast
ignition method” for barbeque was created
by George Goble, senior systems engineer
at Purdue University. However, do not try
this method without firefighters as your
backup. Not everyone can use liquid oxygen to ignite safely.
The show featured two past recipients
of Ig Nobel Prizes. (The 2009 prizes will
be announced in October.) Recipient
Theodore Gray received an Ig Nobel Prize
in 2002 for creating a wooden periodic
table in which samples of elements (other
than radioactive ones) were placed in
their positions. At the session, he discussed
crazy experiments he has done in his role as
a columnist for Popular Science.
The climax of the show was a swordswallowing demonstration by Dan Meyer,
the 2007 Ig Nobel Prize winner in medicine. Meyer is chief executive director
of the Sword Swallowers Association
International. Attendees held their breath
as they watched Meyer put a sword down
his esophagus into his stomach without any
help. Hardly anyone could resist exclaiming. Imagine if at that moment the sword
was against his heart! Then Meyer asked a
woman to remove the sword from his body.
No blood spilled on the floor. This was a
perfect end to an amazing night!

Rennie Receives AAAS Award
Drummond Rennie, long active in CSE, has
received the 2008 American Association
for the Advancement of Science (AAAS)
Scientific Freedom and Responsibility
Award. The award was presented during
the 2009 AAAS annual meeting. It honors Rennie “for his career-long efforts to
promote integrity in scientific research and

publishing” and recognizes “his outspoken
advocacy for the freedom of scientists to
publish in the face of efforts to suppress
their research”.
Rennie is a deputy editor of the Journal
of the American Medical Association and
adjunct professor of medicine at the Philip
R Lee Institute for Health Policy Studies,
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University of California, San Francisco.
In 1995–1996, he was president of the
Council of Biology Editors, forerunner of
CSE. He was also the 2001 recipient of the
CSE Award for Meritorious Achievement,
CSE’s highest award.

