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Lindsey Buscher

Lindsey Buscher, assistant research editor
with the History of Cartography Project
at the University of Wisconsin–Madison
and managing editor of Science Editor, is
mapping her course through the wilds of
technical publishing and credits CSE as a
primary navigation tool.
Lindsey began her adventure at the
University of Kansas, earning a bachelor’s degree in English with a minor in
Italian. On becoming one of the first graduates of the newly developed Technical
Communications Certificate Program at the
University of Kansas, she knew that she
wanted to go into publishing, and she found
an opening as an assistant managing editor
at Allen Press in Lawrence, Kansas. Not long
after, Lindsey was promoted to managing
editor. She also passed the Board of Editors
in the Life Sciences examination in 2010.
While at Allen Press, Lindsey learned
about CSE. She joined the Publications
Committee and the Membership Committee. In 2011, CSE began accepting
applications for project manager of the
eighth edition of the style manual, Scientific
Style and Format. Lindsey was hired and
worked on the style manual (while still

full-time with Allen Press) for three years
until the manual was published in May
2014.
Within a week of the style manual’s
release, Lindsey and her husband had a
baby boy; three months later, the family
relocated to Madison, Wisconsin. Around
the same time, Lindsey learned about the
newly created position of managing editor
of Science Editor. It seemed like a perfect
fit because she could work part-time from
home and also stay involved with CSE.
Almost a year later, she started looking
for full-time work and happened upon an
opening at the University of Wisconsin
with the History of Cartography Project.
Lindsey discovered that the University
of Chicago Press had published the first
four volumes of the project and would be
doing the fifth as well. She had worked
with the Press on the CSE style manual, so
she made use of her network and applied
for the position of assistant research editor. “Without question, I have CSE to
thank for my current position,” she says. In
this position, she factchecks all references
and entries submitted to this encyclopedic
volume. She also coordinates all editorial
aspects, from submission through editing
and translating.
When asked what advice she might give
to those interested in or just starting out
in a scientific or technical editing career,
she stresses that finding a professional
organization to get involved with is key.
She admits to being a little apprehensive at
first about attending a large international
organization meeting. But on attending
her first CSE meeting in 2008, “I was
hooked,” she says. Tim Cross, a colleague
from Allen Press, asked Lindsey to join the
Membership Committee, which he then
chaired. “One thing led to another, and
before I knew it, going to the annual meetings wasn’t an uncomfortable or terrifying
experience,” she says; “it was the highlight
of every year I was able to go—and still is!”

“Building my network was nearly effortless—all I had to do was say yes to joining
a committee, yes to helping with a project
here, help to put together an event there,
and just like that, I was part of this community of amazing and welcoming people
who shared my interests and passions,”
notes Lindsey. “I am now the chair of the
Membership Committee, and I am probably one of the biggest cheerleaders of the
organization simply because it has aided
me in finding such a fantastic career path
to follow, and I am 100% confident that it
will continue to serve me for years to come.
I realize how clichéd this sounds, but I have
also learned that you really do get out of it
what you put into it.”
When not working on the cartography project or getting the next issue of
Science Editor ready, Lindsey enjoys knitting, learning how to sew, and reading to
her son. And she has discovered a few of
the outdoor activities that Madison offers:
hiking, kayaking, and biking. “I am also the
official assistant to the homebrewer (my
husband), and we belong to the Madison
Homebrewers and Tasters Guild, which is a
lot of fun and involves another great group
of people. I even managed to marry two of
my hobbies when I started knitting ‘sweaters’ to go around the brewing carboys to
keep the light out and to keep them at the
proper temperature for fermentation and
conditioning during the cold Wisconsin
winters!”
Lindsey enjoys learning about font history, typography, and typesetting and is
currently reading Bringing Up Bébé: One
American Mother Discovers the Wisdom of
French Parenting, by Pamela Druckerman.
“I’m (quite impatiently) waiting for new
seasons of Sherlock and Game of Thrones,”
she adds.
Regardless of where her next adventures
lie, it is clear that Lindsey will continue to
use CSE and the network she has built as a
compass to help guide the way.

Science Editor • July–December 2015 • Vol 38 • No 3/4 • 111

CSEv38-3-4.indd 111

25/01/16 9:24 PM

